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17th July 2018. 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Another year comes to an end – but more significantly than most of the past few years!  The school is still on a 

journey to becoming part of the Cockburn MAT, just awaiting the outcome of an LA review into funding for SILCs.  

The DfE are showing a lot of interest in our MAT proposal and this quite a unique mix of schools and it is exciting to 

be at the forefront of something which may be a template for others to follow! In the interim, the Governors have 

taken out an SLA with Cockburn to oversee the school whilst they look into how the school will be led in the future.  

As part of this SLA Cockburn have employed Michelle Wilman (Principal, West SILC) for 12 months/3 days a week to 

have a strategic overview of the school and Cath Hindmarch (wide experience of SEN and leadership) to be Head of 

Teaching and Learning full time up to Christmas.  Both offer a wealth of experience and will add to the school and 

help keep it moving forward until a longer term solution is found. 

Debbie, Will and I will be retiring – we did offer to help out to Christmas but Governors believed the model above 

would best suit the school going forward.  We will all be sad to leave – but we are at least leaving the school in good 

hands and in a position we can all be proud of.  We now have an excellent provision, some great staff, a very good 

Ofsted report and the school continues to be recognised locally and nationally for awards reflecting the quality on 

offer here within and beyond the curriculum.   

Both Debbie (39 years) and Will (33 years) have spent their entire careers at Broomfield and can take great credit for 

how it has evolved over those decades.  Visitors have always commented on the warmth of the welcome and how 

special the school feels and much of this comes from the standards and expectations they have, their ethos and 

beliefs and the examples they have set.  They have influenced the lives of hundreds of pupils and families as well as 

countless teachers and support assistants they have worked with or led.  I am sure everyone who knows them will 

appreciate their dedication to the school and all they have done and they will be greatly missed.  They can retire 

knowing that they have put a combined 72 years into helping very special young people which brings its own 

intrinsic reward. 

I have had much less time at Broomfield, just 8 of my 38 years in Higher Education, Secondary School and Special 

Schools.  However it will always hold a special place in my heart and it has been a pleasure working with these two 

special colleagues and the rest of the staff at Broomfield.  I hope I have been able to make a difference to the school  

and the quality of provision for our young people.  I have always believed in teamwork and encouraging people to  
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blossom and rise to their potential.  There is such a lot of quality within the school and tapping into this will I hope 

be seen as my biggest achievement here. 

Other key staff are leaving too after varying lengths of time at the school and we wish them all the best for the 

future.  Debbie Parker, Charlotte Whitehead, Cath Hodkinson, Faye Bradley and Luke Bailey will all be missed and we 

thank them for all they have done too for the school. 

Quite a few of our pupils are also leaving – many will be celebrating at their Prom on Wednesday!  It is a privilege to 

see what a wonderful job our staff have done in conjunction with the young people and their families when you 

review their years here and how they have matured into the fine young adults we see today.  We are all really proud 

of their achievements and that they can enter the adult world with the confidence, skills, and experience to cope 

and be a success. 

Our new Playbus should be arriving next week and will be officially unveiled in September – this will again add to our 

provision and give our pupils something special and unique.  Big thanks to Charlotte for all her efforts with this 

around planning, organising and fund-raising! 

You should have your Annual Reports and you are welcome to meet with staff this week to discuss them.  I really 

enjoyed reading through everyone’s reports and learning about their successes over the year. 

There will be the usual summer Playscheme available in the holidays – a big thank you again to the staff who give up 

their holiday time to enable this to go ahead and provide some parents with a welcome assist. 

School closes on Wednesday 26th July and pupils return on Wednesday 5th September (Monday and Tuesday will be 

training days). 

I would like to thank you all for the support you have given me and the school during my time here.  I wish everyone 

involved all the best for an exciting future as the school enters a new era and moves on to the next stage. 

All the best everyone and take care! 

 

John Fryer 
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