
Broomfield South SILC  

Parents Forum Minutes 

 
Date: 29th November 2018  OUR FIRST MEETING 

 

Attending: Gabby  Kathy  Angela and Nick=parents   Cath=Head of School 

What is a Parents Forum? 

Cath explained that Parents Forum in other schools was a regular meeting where parents 

and carers could meet with a member of the Leadership Team. The Leadership team 

member did not necessarily chair the meeting. Together, everyone would share information; 

be able to ask questions and share opinions and suggestions about the school in order to 

build a community feel and to participate in school improvement. 

The Forum would give parents and carers a voice and that was a different voice to being a 

Parent Governor. Timings of the meetings and where the minutes would be shared would be 

agreed by those attending.  

Things relating to individual children, specific children or individual school staff would not be 

discussed. 

 

Agreed by all  

 

What do we want Parents Forum to be? 

√ The Forum could have a meeting agenda session AND a Parents for Parents session: some 

parents would really welcome this as it can be quite challenging  caring for a child with 

special needs and disabilities-leaving very little time for the adult themselves. Some parents 

need information e.g. about cinema cards and DVLA or we could invite visitors to come and 

talk to parents. Some parents would welcome just having others to chat to. 

 

√Standing items need to be Minutes and actions from previous meeting; Fund Raising ideas 

especially as there is no PTA at Broomfield; also, developing communication with parents 

 

Agreed ‘norms’ – 

Start with the positives then think about how to improve these 

Think about the whole school not individual children 

Act as a ’voice’ for other parents and carers 

Agreed by all 

 

How are we doing with communication with parents? 

As a school community? 

Around learning? 

 

It was noted how hard teachers and class teams are working to share information in 

Home/School books. There could be more consistency with this aspect and technology 

could be used to greater effect e.g Class Dojo/Tapestry Apps; a Friday photo share of 

golden moments. This is because parents do not always feel that they can tell the story of 

the child’s day and their learning and friendships, PECS for home and photos of the learning 

environment would be great to view 

 

Children/families transitioning into Broomfield after the September start, need information 

about staff names and what the classroom looks like. Some classes had not yet sent such a 

letter home. 

 

Many parents are commenting how different communication is this term. They get a ‘hello’ 

now when they come into school. Leaders are visible. They appreciate the weekly newsletter 

and the sense of learning community it is building. 
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Some parents are invited into classrooms to see the learning environment/their child’s work 

and to chat to staff and other parents. This is potentially tricky to get ‘right’ as not all children 

cope well with their parent in or with visitors who they aren’t familiar with. 

 

Parents would welcome Parents consultation sessions, like those in mainstream schools. An 

annual EHCP meeting is not enough. Not all parents can attend in the evening. The Principal 

is already considering when these could take place.  

 

Academy status and what it means. 

Parents feel that there was insufficient information and consultation. They would like 

someone to come and explain what it means for the children and students 

 

 

Any other business? 

Kathy volunteered to be a parent buddy, so that another parent might feel able to access 

our next meeting 

 

Meetings at the end of the school day are tricky for many parents and carers to attend-

could be why there are Parent Governor vacancies  

 

Parents attending this meeting will view the minutes before they are posted on the SILC 

website. 

 

The Christmas Fayre is definitely going ahead on Sunday 16th December. 

 

Parents would welcome as much notice of forthcoming events as possible. 

 

Could Makaton sessions be held in school time?  

 

Next meeting date – TBC  

 

Matters for discussion next time: 

Academisation 

Fund raising 

Plans for Parents Evening/Afternoon 

Makaton 

 

 


