
 
 
 

 
Post 16 –offer 

 
The Broomfield SILC Post 16 curriculum is designed to build on young people's experiences in 
the secondary phase and guide all our young people to become confident individuals and 
responsible citizens able to take their place and contribute to society. The curriculum is 
designed to reflect values in modern Britain that promote personal development, equality of 
opportunity, economic wellbeing, a healthy and just democracy, and a sustainable future.  
 
Our aim is to ensure that we provide the opportunities to equip our young people with the 
knowledge , independence skills and resilience to ensure that all students leaving school 
continue in education, training or employment and that those students who are capable and 
have the desire to do so can achieve independent living. 
 
 
Specifically, the curriculum supports our students to: 

 achieve high standards and make good progress 

 celebrate success for all  

 have and be able to use high-quality functional skills 

 be challenged and stretched to achieve their potential 

 have increased commitment to and enjoyment of learning. 
 

Class teachers, subject leaders and Post 16 department staff ensure that the curriculum: 

 meets the needs of all learners 

 embeds assessment into curriculum planning 

 is evaluated to ensure that developments are secure and make an impact on learner 
success 

 provides suitable learning challenges  

 responds to pupils’ diverse learning needs 

 overcomes potential barriers to learning for individuals and groups of pupils. 
 
Students have a personalised education programme as recorded in their personal Curriculum 
Pathway document and whilst the curriculum is designed to enable each student to achieve 
their full potential, it is recognised that for some students it is lateral progression through a 
breadth of opportunities at a meaningful level, which is important. All students leave our 
school with nationally recognised accreditation. 
 
 In the transition from Key Stage 4, students are offered a mix of compulsory and optional 
subjects. They build on their experiences, while extending opportunities for the development 
of student choice, independent living and social skills, and providing opportunities for 
vocational/work-related learning. 
 
The focus is on personal development, fostering interests and aspirations whilst practising life 
and independence skills in a safe and secure setting. The range of opportunities provided for 
each student in Post 16 is designed to equip each young person with the skills they will need 
to turn their hoped-for destination into reality. 



 
The curriculum offer is differentiated for pupils of all abilities recognising that some students 
require a personalised, flexible, differentiated approach to meet their specific needs, for 
example those with a diagnosis of Autism or complex needs. It is recognised that these 
students need a wide range of sensory and social activities to broaden their understanding of 
the world and to enable progression.  
 
Broomfield SILC expectation is for all its Post 16 students to be as independent as possible in 
preparation for life after school. In order to achieve this students are given opportunities, 
each at their own level to: 
 

 Express preferences, make choices and act on them 

 Develop skills of enquiry, discussion, questioning and problem solving 

 Be involved, as far as possible, in decision making regarding themselves, their school, 
education and plans for the future 

 Gain confidence and increased autonomy 

 Develop skills of participation through school events, sharing achievements and in 
participation in the wider community  
 

Through a range of differentiated teaching and learning experiences all 16-19 students 
are provided with opportunities to: 
 

 Develop communication skills, using augmentative and alternative communication, as 
appropriate 

 Acquire and develop personal care/hygiene skills 

 Access daily living skills, show involvement and develop more independence 

 Access a variety of leisure and recreational skills within the school, with other schools 
and in the community and to integrate with people outside of school 

 Develop literacy skills to inform, aid independence and as a leisure pursuits 

 Learn about a healthy lifestyle – food and diet, exercise and fitness, awareness of own 
bodies 

 Learn to take responsibility- for own behaviour, to share, do jobs to keep the 
environment attractive and to keep possessions safe 

 Meet a wide range of people; celebrate differences of ethnicity and religion 

 Develop vocational skills, learn about options after school and learn to work with 
others 

 Access experiences of work and the work environment at school and in the workplace 

 Develop confidence in using the community and in communicating with people 
outside school 

 Experience using money and budgeting and develop wider mathematical skills 
through practical life skills activities 

 Learn to use technology as part of the working day and also to enhance 
communication and recreation 

 Learn about sex and relationships in a familiar safe environment and the potential 
danger of strangers. Practise acceptable behaviour in public places 

 Develop an awareness of and response to topical issues 
 
 



A Balanced Curriculum 
A balance of functional skills, independent living skills and work skills, creative skills and 
leisure skills is promoted throughout Post 16. The curriculum cycle ensures that students do 
not repeat topics as classes may be mixed year groups. Subject coverage is topic based and 
can be differentiated according to individual pupil need and abilities. 
 
Functional Skills 
All students are taught the Functional Skills of English (Literacy and communication skills), 
Mathematics, and Information and Communication Technology so they are able to apply the 
skills they learn at school and put them into practice in their everyday lives.  
 

  
 
English 
The focus is on developing the functional aspects of literacy, for example, making sense of 
signs in the street, supermarket, library, college, work place; learning to access public 
information; reading and understanding leaflets, recipes, advertisements, lists, instructions; 
brochures, magazines, newspapers, etc. Students also have opportunities to: use stories and 
tales from other cultures and religions to reinforce their understanding of the world in which 
they live; poetry and drama to explore themes across the curriculum; and texts and 
information to discuss and debate issues and make informed decisions and choices. They 
record their activities and observations by commenting, describing, making records and 
reporting. 
 
Maths 
The emphasis is on the continued application and practise of mathematical concepts in 
everyday life (functional skills). In Post 16, Maths is taught as an integral part of topic work 
and within other curriculum areas. The aim is to help build independence skills, and the use 
of appropriate mathematical language in everyday life. Students will become successful and 
competent learners by being encouraged to face practical challenges, think creatively and 
solve problems. 
 
Technology 
Students learn to use technology for a range of purposes and apply this across all curriculum 
areas, with the aim of learning the skills necessary to access and use technology with 
confidence in everyday life. 
Areas of focus, depending on student ability, may include: 
i) Using a Computer and other technologies 
ii) Using programmes: at school, in the home, in the community, especially for leisure. 
iii) Multi-sensory experiences: using switches; making choices; learning cause and effect. 
 
 



College  
College is a destination for many of our students after they 
leave and to prepare for this, all students access a range of 
college courses through Leeds City College and other 
providers. The courses provided are specifically designed to: 
meet needs as identified in student EHCP reviews or by 
school teaching staff; extend students’ independent living 
and learning skills;  provide the opportunity for students to 
access subjects which they may not do at school such as 
building or small animal care; prepare them for their Post 16 
destination. Students also have the opportunity at college to 
develop independence skills using the facilities and mixing 
with other college students.  
 

 
 
Work related learning  
Students learn about and develop skills required in the work place and access work-related 
activities in and out of school. All pupils have work experience placements at a level 
appropriate to their needs.  

This may involve: supported internships; block work 
placements for a week or two week; one off one day 
work placement sessions; being involved in take over 
day or having jobs or responsibilities in the school 
environment. For those students for whom work is a 
possible future option, they are involved in the whole 
process- from initial discussions about the sort of 
work experience they would like to have, through to 
contacting and meeting the employer, completing the 
work experience and evaluating their experiences.  

 
Through the placements pupils will: 
Learn how work is different to school; 
Gain insight into a range of different roles; Work with 
a range of different people; Develop communication 
skills; 
Learn new skills; 
Develop knowledge of health and safety.' 
Please see the Work Experience and Supported 
Internship page. 



 
Sport and Health 
Healthy lifestyles are encouraged throughout Post 16; students have a range of options in 
sport and exercise, and are encouraged to make healthy diet choices from day to day. The 
emphasis is on using community facilities and students developing their own sports and 
leisure interests, and making healthy choices. 
 
Students are able to develop their interest in particular sports & leisure activities including: 
dance; games; gymnastics; outdoor pursuits and public gym. They have the opportunity to 
take part in community and joint schools events, and can access local sports centres. They 
also experience being a spectator at different sports events.  
 

 
 
Community 
Community based learning is an essential element of the Post 16 
Curriculum.  A range of learning opportunities is provided to 
increase student awareness of the facilities and services within 
their local community.  Students learn to recognise the 
contribution they can make to the local and wider community. 
Our young people are encouraged to participate in volunteering   
projects and the school collaborates with local charities. Recent 
projects have included raising awareness of disabilities with a 
wheelchair exhibition at the City Museum, Spices for Syria and 
food/clothing boxes for the homeless in the city. 
 

 
 
Independence 
All students will have opportunities to learn more about their local community and how to 
access it at their individual level. Students have opportunities to participate in practical 



lessons and learn how to access and make use of facilities such as public transport, libraries, 
Leisure Centres and local shopping facilities. A number of our students leave school as 
independent travellers through our travel training programme.  The number of pupils that 
have been trained to independently travel to school has increased markedly over recent 
years.  Students also develop their catering skills by working alongside the Post 16 cook to 
prepare meals on a daily basis for staff and their peers. 
   
RE 
The statutory duty to offer R.E. in Post 16 is met through our ‘Beliefs and Values’ programme 
which also supports aspects of British Values. The emphasis is on students learning about the 
impact of faith throughout the world and in local contexts, and from this learning about their 
place in the wider world, their life choices and moral issues. In addition, students take part in 
weekly upper-school assemblies on a wide variety of themes, whole school assemblies and 
celebrations from different faiths and cultures. There are also opportunities for reflection on 
personal/group achievements throughout the week. 
 
Leisure 
To foster interests and encourage participation in the community students are given 
opportunities to take part in a range of leisure options including: creative arts; expressive arts; 
horticulture; environmental projects; home based crafts and activities; and activities involving 
technology. The entrepreneurial spirit is strong in Post 16 with many of the items produced 
by the students sold to fund further ventures. 
 

 
 
Accreditation 14-19 
All our Key Stage 4 and Post 16 students access a range of nationally recognised accreditations 
which may include: GCSE’s; Entry level maths and English; Entry level vocational awards; 
ASDAN Bronze, Silver and Gold awards; ASDAN PSD; ASDAN short courses; and OCR ‘Skills for 
life and living’.  Accreditation reflects each student’s interests and the skills they are 
developing in preparation for their life after school. We ensure that all our young people leave 
school with nationally recognised accreditation awards.  We are proud of all the pupils 
achievements in these areas and they have continued to build on these through the 2016/17 
academic year. Please see the Preparation for Adulthood page. 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Enrichment 
It is not all work in Post 16 as we like to bring our young people together with opportunities 
for team building and developing social skills. Our recent residential trip to ‘How Steam Gorge’ 
tested even our more adventurous students with many rising to the challenges and achieving 
new goals. On a daily basis students participate in a range of lunchtime activities.   Other 
extra-curricular activities include theatre trips, cinema, fun fairs, bowling, Post 16 social 
evenings and not to forget our end of year Prom.  
 

 
 
Careers 
In Post 16 all students and their parents/ carers continue to receive independent and 
impartial advice from our Careers Advisor about education, training and employment 
opportunities on offer and connected areas such as use of leisure time and money (including 
grants and benefits) and independent living. 
Careers education is also delivered through the curriculum and links made to all relevant 
curriculum areas in whole class, small group and 
individual teaching opportunities.  
When the time comes for our students to move onto 
a new destination our Careers Advisor supports in 
looking at post school opportunities and assisting in 
completing applications taking in to account student 
dreams, wishes and aspirations as recorded in their 
EHCP and discussed in EHCP annual reviews. A 
glowing testament to the support they have received 
in school is the number of ex- students who come 
back to tell of their success stories, whether in the 
form of employment or semi-independent living and 
how coming to Broomfield School changed their life!  
Please see the Careers advice page. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

“The best part about Post 16 curriculum 

is College because I like to meet new 

people and work with them.” 

“The best part of the Broomfield Post 16 

curriculum is work experience and 

college because I like to learn different 

skills for a job.  I like ‘Independent 

Travel’ because it helps with life skills 

in English and Maths.” 

“The best part of the Broomfield Post 16 

Curriculum is that we get to go out to 

places.  On ‘Independent Travel’ we get 

to go off in pairs and have a bit of 

independence.”   



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

“The best part about the Post 16 

curriculum is ‘Independent Travel’ 

on a Thursday because I get to 

manage my own money and get 

to budget myself.   

“My favourite part of the 

Broomfield Post 16 curriculum is 

Sport as I can try different sports 

and get fit” 

“The best part about the Broomfield Post 

16 curriculum is all the activities in 

school.  The reason I have chosen to put 

this is because the activities we do are 

fun and I really enjoy doing them.” is 

because it has helped me to learn to read 

and write and the people who are always 

there have inspired me to do that.” 


